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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 13, 23, 41 and 46 without prejudice or disclaimer, and amend 
claims 1 thru 12, 14 thru 22, 24 thru 40,42 thru 45 and 47 thru 52, as follows: 

1 . (Currently Once Amended) A tension mask frame assembly for a color cathode 
ray tube, comprising: 

a tension mask formed on a plate, the tension mask including a plurality of strips 
and including a plurality of slots to separate^ by a predetermined distance^ corresponding 
adjacent ones of the plurality of strips; 

a plurality of real bridges for respectively partitioning corresponding slots of the 
plurality of slots at a predetermined pitch interval by connecting adjacent ones of the 
plurality of strips; [[and]] 

a frame for supporting the tension mask, whereby wherein a vertical pitch of the 
plurality of real bridges in a center portion of the tension mask is greater than a vertical 
pitch of the plurality of real bridges in a peripheral portion of the tension mask : and 

a plurality of dummy bridges, each dummy bridge being formed adjacent to a 
corresponding slot partitioned by a corresponding one of the plurality of real bridges; 

wherein a value M is obtained by dividing a vertical pitch of corresponding ones of 
the plurality of real bridges by a vertical pitch of corresponding ones of the plurality of 
dummy bridges, and wherein the value M decreases in a stepwise relation in a direction 
from the center portion of the tension mask to the peripheral portion of the tension mask . 
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2. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube according to claim 1, fu r th er c o mprising : a plu r ali t y of dummy bridges, 
each dummy bridge extending from a strip of the plurality of strips on at least one side of 
a corresponding slot of the plurality of slots in a direction t owa r ds toward a strip of the 
plurality of strips on an opposite side of the corresponding slot and b e ing formed adjacent 
t o t he corresponding slot t ha t is pa rt ition e d by a c orre s p onding on e of t he p lurali t y o f r eal 
b r idg e s . 

3. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube according to claim 2, fu rt h er comp r is e d of corresponding dummy 
bridges of the plurality of dummy bridges adjacent to a corresponding slot of the plurality 
of slots being in a staggered relation with respect to corresponding dummy bridges of the 
plurality of dummy bridges adjacent to an opposing slot of the plurality of slots. 

4. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube according to claim 2, further comp r ised of a portion of the tension mask 
[[to]] on one side of a center of the tension mask being symmetrical to a corresponding 
portion of the tension mask located [[to]] on an opposing side of the center of the tension 
mask. 



-62- 



PATENT 
P56240A 

5. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a cathode ray 
tube according to claim 2, fu rt h er comp r ised o f opposing side portions of the tension 
mask located with respect to a center of the tension mask being symmetrical. 

6. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube according to claim 2, fu rt h er c o mp r is e d of each dummy bridge including 
a pair of protrusions, each pair of protrusions respectively extending from adjacent strips 
of the plurality of strips, whereby a corresponding pair of protrusions forming a dummy 
bridge are disposed in facing relation to each other. 

7. (Currently Once Amended) A tension mask frame assembly for a color cathode 
ray tube, comprising: 

a tension mask formed on a plate, the tension mask including a plurality of strips 
and including a plurality of slots to separate^ by a predetermined distance^ corresponding 
adjacent ones of the plurality of strips; 

a plurality of real bridges for respectively partitioning corresponding slots of the 
plurality of slots at a predetermined pitch interval by connecting adjacent ones of the 
plurality of strips; [[and]] 

a frame for supporting the tension mask, whereby a vertical pitch of the plurality 
of real bridges decreases in a stepwise relation in a direction from a center portion of the 
tension mask to a peripheral portion of the tension mask ; and 
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a plurality of dummy bridges, each dummy bridge being formed adjacent to a 
corresponding slot partitioned by a corresponding one of the plurality of real bridges: 

wherein a value M is obtained by dividing a vertical pitch of corresponding ones of 
the plurality of real bridges by a vertical pitch of corresponding ones of the plurality of 
dummy bridges, and wherein the value M decreases in a stepwise relation in a direction 
from the center portion of the tension mask to the peripheral portion of the tension mask . 

8. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube according to claim 7, fu rt he r comprising a plurality of dummy b r idges 
on the plat e , each dummy bridge extending from a strip of the plurality of strips on at 
least one side of a corresponding slot of the plurality of slots in a direction t owards 
toward a strip of the plurality of strips on an opposite side of the corresponding slot tend 
being formed adjacen t to t he co r r e sponding slo t t ha t is parti t ioned by a co rr esponding one 
of t he plurali t y of real bridg e s . 

9. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube according to claim 8, fu rt her com pr ised of corresponding dummy 
bridges of the plurality of dummy bridges adjacent to a corresponding slot of the plurality 
of slots being in a staggered relation with respect to corresponding dummy bridges of the 
plurality of dummy bridges adjacent to an opposing slot of the plurality of slots. 
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10. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube according to claim 8, fu rt h er com pr is e d o f a portion of the tension mask 
located [[to]] on one side with respect to a center of the tension mask being symmetrical 
to a corresponding portion of the tension mask located [[to]] on an opposing side with 
respect to the center of the tension mask. 

1 1 . (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube according to claim 8, fu r the r comp r ised of opposing side portions of the 
tension mask located with respect to a center of the tension mask being symmetrical. 

12. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube according to claim 8, further comp r is e d of each dummy bridge including 
a pair of protrusions, each pair of protrusions respectively extending from adjacent strips 
of the plurality of strips, whereby a corresponding pair of protrusions forming a dummy 
bridge are disposed in facing relation to each other. 

Claim 13. (Canceled) 

14. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube according to claim [[13]] 7, fu r th er comprised of the value M being in 
the range of [[from]] 3<M<29. 
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15. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube according to claim [[13]] 7, fu r th er comprised of the value M being an 
integer. 

16. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube according to claim [[13]] 7, fu r th er comp r ised of the tension mask 
including a plurality of regions, with a region of the plurality of regions having [[a]] the 
value M obtained by dividing a v e rtical p i t ch of co rre sponding ones of re al bridg e s in the 
region by a v ert ical pi t ch of corr e sponding on e s of t he dummy bridges in t he region and 
having with an adjacent region adjacent to the region of the plurality of regions having a 
value M-n^ ob t ained by dividing a ver t ical pi t ch of c o rresponding on e s of real bridges in 
the adjacen t r egion by a ve rt ical p itch of co rr es p onding ones of dummy b r idges in the 
adjacent region, with n being a value greater than zero and less than M. 

17. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube according to claim 16, fu rt he r comp r ised of the value M being in the 
range of [[from]] 3<M<29. 



18. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube according to claim 7, fu rt h er comp r ised of a portion of the tension mask 
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located [[to]] on one side with respect to a center of the tension mask being symmetrical 
to a corresponding portion of the tension mask located [[to]] on an opposing side with 
respect to the center of the tension mask. 

19. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube according to claim 7, fu r the r c o mp r ised of the stepwise relation being 
symmetrical for corresponding portions of the tension mask respectively located on 
opposing side portions with respect to a center of the tension mask. 

20. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube according to claim 7, fu r the r comp r ised o f corresponding opposing side 
portions of the tension mask located with respect to a center of the tension mask being 
symmetrical. 

21. (Currently Once Amended) A tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube, comprising: 

a tension mask including a plurality of strips for forming a plurality of slots 
isolated from each other on a plate at intervals of a predetermined distance; 

a plurality of real bridges for respectively partitioning corresponding slots of the 
plurality of slots at a predetermined pitch interval by connecting adjacent ones of the 
plurality of strips; 

-67- 



PATENT 
P56240A 

a plurality of dummy bridges, each dummy bridge extending from a strip of the 
plurality of strips on at least one side of a corresponding slot of the plurality of slots in a 
direction towa r ds toward a strip of the plurality of strips on an opposite side of the 
corresponding slot and being formed adjacent to the corresponding slot that is defined by 
a corresponding one of the plurality of real bridges and corresponding adjacent ones of 
the plurality of strips; and 

a frame for supporting th e corresponding edges of the tension mask, the tension 
mask being partitioned into a plurality of regions in a direction from a center portion of 
the tension mask to a peripheral portion of the tension mask, whereby a vertical pitch of 
corresponding ones of the plurality of real bridges of the tension mask decreases in a 
stepwise relation in a direction from the center portion of the tension mask to the 
peripheral portion of the tension mask, with each decrease in the stepwise relation 
corresponding to a corresponding region of the plurality of regions; 

wherein a value M is obtained by dividing a vertical pitch of corresponding ones of 
the plurality of real bridges by a vertical pitch of corresponding ones of the plurality of 
dummy bridges, and wherein the value M decreases in a stepwise relation in a direction 
from the center portion of the tension mask to the peripheral portion of the tension mask . 

22. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube according to claim 21, fur t he r c o mp r ised of each of the plurality of 
dummy bridges including a pair of protrusions, each said pair of protrusions respectively 
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extending from adjacent strips of the plurality of strips, whereby a corresponding pair of 
protrusions forming a dummy bridge are disposed in facing relation to each other. 

Claim 23. (Canceled) 

24. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube of claim [[23]] 21, fu rt h er com pr is e d o f the value M being in a range of 
3<M<29. 

25. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube of claim [[23]] 2J_, fu r th er com pr is e d of the value M being an integer. 

26. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube of claim [[23]] 2i, furthe r comprised of a region of the plurality of 
regions of the tension mask having [[a]] the value M obtain e d by dividing a vertical p i t ch 
of co rr es p onding ones of real b r idges in the r egion by a ver t ical pi t ch of cor r es p onding 
ones of dummy bridges in t he region and having an adjacent region adjacent to the region 
of the plurality of regions having a value M-n^ ob t ain e d by dividing a ver t ical pi t ch of 
corresponding ones o f r eal bridg e s in t he adjacen t r egion by a ve rt ical pi t ch o f 
corresponding on e s of dummy b r idg e s in t he adjacen t re gion, wi t h n being a value greater 
than zero and less than M, 
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27. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube of claim 26, furth e r comp r ised of the value M being in a range of 

3<M<29. 

28 (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube according to claim 21, fu rt h er com pr is e d of a portion of the tension 
mask located [[to]] on one side with respect to a center of the tension mask being 
symmetrical to a corresponding portion of the tension mask located [[to]] on an opposing 
side with respect to the center of the tension mask. 

29. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube according to claim 21, further c o mprised of the stepwise relation being 
symmetrical for corresponding portions of the tension mask respectively located on 
opposing side portions of the tension mask with respect to a center of the tension mask. 

30. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 
cathode ray tube according to claim 2 1 , further comprised of corresponding regions of the 
plurality of regions respectively located on opposing side portions of the tension mask 
with respect to a center of the tension mask being symmetrical. 

31. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask frame assembly for a color 



-70- 



PATENT 
P56240A 

cathode ray tube according to claim 21, fu rt h e r c o m pr ised of the stepwise relation being 
symmetrical for corresponding regions of the plurality of regions respectively located on 
opposing side portions of the tension mask with respect to a center of the tension mask. 

32. (Currently Once Amended) A tension mask assembly for a color cathode ray 
tube, comprising: 

a tension mask formed on a plate, the tension mask including a plurality of strips 
and including a plurality of slots to separate^ by a predetermined distance^ corresponding 
adjacent ones of the plurality of strips; [[and]] 

a plurality of real bridges for respectively partitioning corresponding slots of the 
plurality of slots at a predetermined pitch interval by connecting adjacent ones of the 
plurality of strips, whereby a vertical pitch of the plurality of real bridges in a center 
portion of the tension mask is greater than a vertical pitch of the plurality of real bridges 
in a peripheral portion of the tension maski_and 

a plurality of dummy bridges, each dummy bridge being formed adjacent to a 
corresponding slot partitioned by a corresponding one of the plurality of real bridges: 

wherein a value M is obtained by dividing a vertical pitch of corresponding ones of 
the plurality of real bridges by a vertical pitch of corresponding ones of the plurality of 
dummy bridges, and wherein the value M decreases in a stepwise relation in a direction 
from the center portion of the tension mask to the peripheral portion of the tension mask . 
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33. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask assembly for a color cathode 
ray tube according to claim 32, fu rt he r c o m pr ising : a plurali t y o f dummy b r idges, each 
dummy bridge extending from a strip of the plurality of strips on at least one side of a 
corresponding slot of the plurality of slots in a direction towa r ds toward a strip of the 
plurality of strips on an opposite side of the corresponding slot and b e ing formed adjacen t 
to t h e corr e sponding slo t t hat is par t i t ion e d by a co r r e sponding one of the plurali t y of real 
b r idg e s . 

34. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask assembly for a color cathode 
ray tube according to claim 33, fur t her comp r ised of corresponding dummy bridges of the 
plurality of dummy bridges adjacent to a corresponding slot of the plurality of slots being 
in a staggered relation with respect to corresponding dummy bridges of the plurality of 
dummy bridges adjacent to an opposing slot of the plurality of slots. 

35. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask assembly for a color cathode 
ray tube according to claim 33, fu rt h er comp r is e d of a portion of the tension mask [[to]] 
on one side of a center of the tension mask being symmetrical to a corresponding portion 
of the tension mask located [[to]] on an opposing side of the center of the tension mask. 

36. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask assembly for a color cathode 
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ray tube according to claim 33, fu rt h er com pr is e d of each dummy bridge including a pair 
of protrusions, each pair of protrusions respectively extending from adjacent strips of the 
plurality of strips, whereby a corresponding pair of protrusions forming a dummy bridge 
are disposed in facing relation to each other. 

37. (Currently Once Amended) A tension mask assembly for a color cathode ray 
tube, comprising: 

a tension mask formed on a plate, the tension mask including a plurality of strips 
and including a plurality of slots to separate^ by a predetermined distance^ corresponding 
adjacent ones of the plurality of strips; [[and]] 

a plurality of real bridges for respectively partitioning corresponding slots of the 
plurality of slots at a predetermined pitch interval by connecting adjacent ones of the 
plurality of strips, whereby a vertical pitch of the plurality of real bridges decreases in a 
stepwise relation in a direction from a center portion of the tension mask to a peripheral 
portion of the tension mask : and 

a plurality of dummy bridges, each dummy bridge being formed adjacent to a 
corresponding slot partitioned by a corresponding one of the plurality of real bridges: 

wherein a value M is obtained by dividing a vertical pitch of corresponding ones of 
the plurality of real bridges by a vertical pitch of corresponding ones of the plurality of 
dummy bridges, and wherein the value M decreases in a stepwise relation in a direction 
from the center portion of the tension mask to the peripheral portion of the tension mask . 
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38. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask assembly for a color cathode 
ray tube according to claim 37, fu rt h er com pr ising a p lu r ali t y of dummy b r idges on the 
pla te , each dummy bridge extending from a strip of the plurality of strips on at least one 
side of a corresponding slot of the plurality of slots in a direction t owards toward a strip 
of the plurality of strips on an opposite side of the corresponding slot and being formed 
adjacent to the corresponding slot that is partitioned by a corresponding one of the 
plurality of real bridges. 

39. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask assembly for a color cathode 
ray tube according to claim 38, fu rt h er comp r is e d of a portion of the tension mask located 
[[to]] on one side with respect to a center of the tension mask being symmetrical to a 
corresponding portion of the tension mask located [[to]] on an opposing side with respect 
to the center of the tension mask. 

40. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask assembly for a color cathode 
ray tube according to claim 38, fu rt he r comp r ised of each dummy bridge including a pair 
of protrusions, each pair of protrusions respectively extending from adjacent strips of the 
plurality of strips, whereby a corresponding pair of protrusions forming a dummy bridge 
are disposed in facing relation to each other. 
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Claim 41. (Canceled) 

42. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask assembly for a color cathode 
ray tube according to claim [[41 ]] 37., fu rt h er comp r is e d of the value M being in the range 
of [[from]] 3<M<29. 

43. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask assembly for a color cathode 
ray tube according to claim 37, furth er comp r ised o f a portion of the tension mask located 
[[to]] on one side with respect to a center of the tension mask being symmetrical to a 
corresponding portion of the tension mask located [[to]] on an opposing side with respect 
to the center of the tension mask. 

44. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask assembly for a color cathode 
ray tube according to claim 37, further comprised of the stepwise relation being 
symmetrical for corresponding portions of the tension mask respectively located on 
opposing side portions with respect to a center of the tension mask. 

45. (Currently Once Amended) A tension mask assembly for a color cathode ray 
tube, comprising: 

a tension mask including a plurality of strips for forming a plurality of slots 
isolated from each other on a plate at intervals of a predetermined distance; 
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a plurality of real bridges for respectively partitioning corresponding slots of the 
plurality of slots at a predetermined pitch interval by connecting adjacent ones of the 
plurality of strips; and 

a plurality of dummy bridges, each dummy bridge extending from a strip of the 
plurality of strips on at least one side of a corresponding slot of the plurality of slots in a 
direction towa r ds toward a strip of the plurality of strips on an opposite side of the 
corresponding slot^ and being formed adjacent to the corresponding slot that is defined by 
a corresponding one of the plurality of real bridges and corresponding adjacent ones of 
the plurality of strips, the tension mask being partitioned into a plurality of regions in a 
direction from a center portion of the tension mask to a peripheral portion of the tension 
mask, whereby a vertical pitch of corresponding ones of the plurality of real bridges of 
the tension mask decreases in a stepwise relation in a direction from the center portion of 
the tension mask to the peripheral portion of the tension mask, with each decrease in the 
stepwise relation corresponding to a corresponding region of the plurality of regions; 

wherein a value M is obtained by dividing a vertical pitch of corresponding ones of 
the plurality of real bridges by a vertical pitch of corresponding ones of the plurality of 
dummy bridges, and wherein the value M decreases in a stepwise relation in a direction 
from the center portion of the tension mask to the peripheral portion of the tension mask . 

Claim 46. (Canceled) 
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47. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask assembly for a color cathode 
ray tube of claim [[46]] 45, fu rt h er compris e d of the value M being in a range of 3<M<29. 

48. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask assembly for a color cathode 
ray tube of claim [[46]] 45, fu rt h e r comprised of a region of the plurality of regions of the 
tension mask having [[a]] the value M ob t ained by dividing a ve rt ical pi t ch of 
co rr es p onding ones of r e al b r idg e s in t h e re gion by a v e r t ical pitch of corr e sponding ones 
of dummy b r idges in th e region and having an adjacent region adjacent to the region of 
the plurality of regions having a value M-n^ obtain e d by dividing a ver t ical pi t ch of 
co rre sponding ones of re al b r idg e s in t h e adjac e nt r egion by a ve rt ical pi t ch of 
cor r esponding ones of dummy bridges in t h e adjac e n t re gion, wi t h n being a value greater 
than zero and less than M. 

49. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask assembly for a color cathode 
ray tube of claim 48, fu rt he r comp r ised of the value M being in a range of 3<M<29. 

50. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask assembly for a color cathode 
ray tube according to claim 45, fu rt h er com pr is e d of a portion of the tension mask located 
[[to]] on one side with respect to a center of the tension mask being symmetrical to a 
corresponding portion of the tension mask located [[to]] on an opposing side with respect 
to the center of the tension mask. 
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51. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask assembly for a color cathode 
ray tube according to claim 45, further comp r ised of the stepwise relation being 
symmetrical for corresponding portions of the tension mask respectively located on 
opposing side portions of the tension mask with respect to a center of the tension mask. 

52. (Currently Once Amended) The tension mask assembly for a color cathode 
ray tube according to claim 45, fu rt he r comp r ised of corresponding regions of the 
plurality of regions respectively located on opposing side portions of the tension mask 
with respect to a center of the tension mask being symmetrical. 
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